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FROM THE HEADMISTRESS 

The National Curriculum has been the subject of extensive comment this week with the 

release of Junior School Syllabus outlines for English, Mathematics, Science and History. 

As you will be aware from articles written over the last year in Ascham publications, 

Ascham staff have been closely monitoring these documents and have also been involved 

in their development. This involvement will continue in this final consultation period. 

On Monday night we hosted our New Senior School Parent Dinner in the Glenrock 

drawing room. Over 40 parents joined myself, Mrs Dubb, Mrs McGaw, Mme Honeyball, 

Geoff Wilson (Ascham Foundation) and Mary Lou Donnan (Ascham Parents' Association) 

for an informal and most enjoyable evening. 

 

I was delighted to drop in to the Class of 74 reunion held at the home of Felicity Street last 



Saturday evening. I met some wonderful Ascham old girls for the first time, and was able 

to catch up with several old friends whose daughters have been at Ascham in my time at 

the School - Felicity Street of course, Deanne Chapman (whose daughter Charlotte is now 

embarking on a Medical degree at Bond University), Caroline Crane, Tempe Onus to 

name a few. 

 
 

Yesterday Frances Booth, Andrew Powell, Dea Richardson and I travelled to Moree for a 

special luncheon to spread the word about the delights of boarding at Ascham. Our hosts 

were Tempe and Rob Onus, Lindy and James Simpson, Anna Cobb and Dan Shelton and 

Melissa Scotton, together with Gig Moses mother of Lily (class of 2008) and Prim 

Winston-Smith former Ascham Old Girl and mother of past students Sara (class of 1999) 

and Kate (class of 2001). Altogether some 40 people, including 20 prospective families, 

were represented at a lovely gathering at the Moree Town and Country Club. 

It was indeed a long way to go for lunch, and a very early start (4.30am!) but so 

worthwhile. Such a pleasure to meet these warm country families and share the passion for 

Ascham. My sincere thanks to my special colleagues for making the trip with me, to 

Andrew Powell for driving from Narrabri airport to Moree, to Dea Richardson for all the 

arrangements and to Frances Booth for sharing her insight and enthusiasm for the School, 

and boarding in particular, with families who will now visit us in coming months to find 

out more about Ascham. 



 

 

FEEDBACK 

As always we are happy to receive feedback regarding eNews to Jennie Barrett 

(jbarrett@ascham.nsw.edu.au)  

Any other issues please contact the school 

 

CALENDAR 5 - 21 MARCH  

CALENDAR SENIOR SCHOOL 

mailto:jbarrett@ascham.nsw.edu.au?subject=From%20the%20enews
mailto:jbarrett@ascham.nsw.edu.au
mailto:office@ascham.nsw.edu.au


Fri 5 Mar  Year 9 Outward Bound returns 

  ISDA debating round 2 

Sun 7 Mar  Clean Up Australia Day  

Mon 8 Mar  International Women's Day 

 12.40pm Year 12 lunchtime concert, Packer Theatre 

 4pm Year 12 parent/staff meeting 

Tue 9 Mar 3.30-7pm SRC leadership workshop  

Wed 10 Mar  Year 10 Geography excursion 

 4pm Year 7 introductory parent/staff meeting, Packer 

Foyer 

 5.15pm Year 7 camp parent briefing  

Thu 11 Mar 4-6pm Prefects' afternoon tea  

Fri 12 Mar  IGSSA Swimming 

  ISDA Debating Round 3, Ascham 

  German camp departs 

  Year 8 Science excursion 

 5pm Tildesley Jumper presentation and drinks, Drawing 

Room 

  Swimming and diving sports dinner 

Sat 13 Mar  German camp returns 

Mon 15 Mar  Year 11 ancient history excursion, Macquarie 

University 

  Talk for Year 12 on University of Sydney vascular 

eye study 

Tue 16 Mar  Year 7 Activity Day, MPB 

Wed 17 Mar  Tildesley Tennis Shield 

  Year 7 camp 

 6.30pm Meet the Music excursion, Sydney Opera House 

Thu 18 Mar  Tildesley Tennis Shield 

  Year 7 camp 

  Year 9 Elective Geography/Year 11 Economics 

excursion 

Fri 19 Mar  Tildesley Tennis Shield 

  Year 7 camp 



  Tennis sports dinner 

Sat 20 Mar  Head of the River 

  IGGSA sport semi finals 

  Rowing sports dinner 

 

 

CALENDAR FIONA 
Fri 5 Mar  Year 3 camp return 

Wed 10 Mar  Years 5 and 6 Parents' Association morning tea 

Thu 11 Mar  Fiona cross country 

Thu 18   Fiona school photographs 

 

 
 

CALENDAR HILLINGDON 
Fri 5 Mar 6.30 – 

8.30pm 

Hillingdon Cocktail Party 

Mon 8 Mar  Tinned food and Easter Egg collection for Barnardos begins 

Fri 19 Mar 1pm Kindergarten family picnic, McKell Park 

Sat 20 Mar  Saturday gymnastics concludes 

 

 
 

ASCHAM BUS SERVICE 

We remind parents that, in addition to the all the public transport services that run via 

Edgecliff, we have made a number of private bus services available to parents. These are 

as follows: 

Randwick via Centennial Park and Bellevue Hill - Holdsworth bus 

service 

The Holdsworth Community Centre bus service from Randwick (via Centennial Park and Bellevue Hill) 
is continuing this term.  

For details of the current bus route please contact Joe at the Holdsworth Centre, phone 

9302 3605. The booking and consent forms are attached. 

http://www.ascham.nsw.edu.au/downloads/news/2010-3/appl4310.pdf
http://www.ascham.nsw.edu.au/downloads/news/2010-3/buco4310.pdf


 

Inner West and North Shore - Cranbrook bus service 

Cranbrook operates services from the Inner West and North Shore which pass by Ascham on the way 
to and from Cranbrook and are available to our students. 

The Inner West service starts at Birchgrove and goes via Central. The North Shore service 

starts at Seaforth. The details of the routes, timetables and prices together with application 

forms are here.  

 

Scots bus service 

Scots runs a large number of bus services which pass by Ascham and are available to our students.  

The details of the routes, timetables and prices together with application forms are here.  

 

FROM HILLINGDON 

Year 2 excursion to the Art Gallery 

http://www.cranbrook.nsw.edu.au/aboutus/latestnews.cfm
http://www.tsc.nsw.edu.au/view/about-scots/transport1/


 
On Tuesday 23 February as part of our HSIE unit on Traditional Aboriginal Culture, Year 2 students 
went to the NSW Art Gallery to look at Aboriginal art. 
 
Each group had a guide who took us on a tour of the gallery showing us a variety of styles. We saw 

dot, bark and colourful contemporary paintings using ochre and acrylic paints. Each painting told us a 
story. 
 
We learnt a lot about Aboriginal art and look forward to using some of the art techniques in our work 
at school. 

 

Year 1 excursion to Centennial Park  



 
On Wednesday 24 February Year 1 went on an excursion to Centennial Park. First the rangers gave 
us a talk about the park. Then we walked through the woods to the dip netting area at Willow Pond. 
We scooped the bottom of the pond for pond creatures. We found leeches, mosquito fish, water 
boatmen, water snails, shrimps, worms and water mites.  
 
After that we walked to the swamp area where we saw Penny Possum asleep in the branches of a 
tree. We counted the spiders in their webs. There was a spider web the size of a tennis net. Then we 

went on a bug hunt. We looked in the paperbark trees for insects and one person found a cicada 
shell. Our third activity was bird watching. 
 
We all had a very enjoyable excursion to Centennial Park. 

By Class 1-4 

 

2-7 Class assembly



 



 


